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SUMMER 2020

Answers to frequently asked questions regarding Aspen School District’s capital facility
needs, proposed improvements and funding approach being considered.
Why is Aspen School District (ASD)
considering placing a bond measure on
the November 2020 ballot?
ASD seeks to address its highest priority
capital facility needs. The proposed
improvements fall into three main
categories: 1) facility upgrades to improve
health, safety and security, extend the
useful life of existing facilities, and move
toward the goal of net zero energy; 2)
attract and retain quality teachers and
staff by addressing the need for additional
employee housing; and 3) enhance and
expand certain academic, athletic and
performing arts facilities.

Has a final decision been made
regarding placing a bond proposal
on this fall’s ballot?

No. The ASD Board of Education seeks
additional community input on the
proposed capital improvements and
financing plan before a final decision
is made.

What is a bond measure? When
was the last time ASD sought voter
approval of a bond measure?

School districts often borrow funds to
address major capital improvements by
issuing voter-approved bonds. School
districts pay principal and interest on the
funds borrowed. Voters approved a bond
proposal in November 2005 to address
$33 million of facility upgrades. Voters also
approved a $12 million bond proposal in
November 2008 to begin addressing the
District’s unmet employee housing needs.

How has the District done its
homework in defining and
prioritizing its facility needs?

Community members, board members,
District staff, teachers, students, architects,
engineers and other stakeholders
were involved in the development of a
comprehensive Facilities Master Plan
(FMP) that was recently completed. The
FMP, which closely aligns with the District’s
Strategic Plan, identifies the District’s
highest priority facility needs and proposed
solutions. A Facility Condition Assessment
was also completed earlier this year.

Has ASD properly maintained its
school buildings?

The District works hard to proactively
maintain its school buildings and other
facilities. However, there are capital
investments that were not addressed by
the 2005 voter-approved bond measure
that now need to be addressed.

What are some of the general facility
improvements that would be funded
by the proposed bond measure?

There are HVAC, plumbing and roofing
systems that have reached the end of
their useful life and must be replaced
districtwide. Energy-inefficient windows,
deteriorated exterior doorways, and an
aging elevator must also be repaired and/
or replaced at Aspen Elementary School

How would the funding proposal
improve health, safety and security?

ASD seeks to create more secure front
entrances to prevent visitors from entering
schools until properly cleared. The
proposal also calls for the installation of
other access controls and security cameras
as well as facility upgrades to improve
indoor air quality.

Esta información se encuentra a su disposición en español en
el sitio web del Distrito en: www.aspenk12.net/bondproposal
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Would traffic and circulation
challenges be addressed?

Improvements to pick-up and drop-off
areas are an important part of the plan.

Does the District seek to move closer
to the goal of net zero energy?

Yes. In addition to replacing aging,
inefficient HVAC systems at various schools
and installing energy-efficient windows
throughout the Elementary School,
the proposal includes the installation
of photovoltaics districtwide and the
purchase of electric buses and vehicles.

What improvements are proposed
for each school library?

The goal is to create libraries (media
commons) that are flexible, adaptable
and better able to leverage technology,
and where students can create, research,
collaborate and learn.

Would the District Theater
be upgraded?

To enhance school security as well as the
user experience, a new lobby, box office
and concessions area are proposed. The
reconfigured space would create better
separation between public spaces at
the Theater and the Elementary School.
Funding would also be allocated toward
improvements to restrooms, dressing
rooms, scene shop, theater system and
interior finishes.

WHAT ARE THE
ANTICIPATED BENEFITS?
There are many anticipated
benefits tied to the proposed
capital improvements, including:
Making schools safer
and more secure
Extending the useful life
of existing facilities
Reducing costly and disruptive
emergency repairs
Improving energy efficiency and
moving toward net zero energy
Maintaining ADA
accessibility
Attracting and retaining quality
teachers and staff by solving
unmet housing needs
Enhancing and expanding
STEM programming

Would classrooms and other
instructional spaces districtwide
be improved?

Classrooms and labs at each school would
be refreshed, including the High School’s
science labs.

Is additional instructional space
part of the proposal?

The District seeks to provide more flexible
and adaptive learning environments
districtwide, including adding outdoor
educational settings and constructing
a greenhouse for natural sciences and
environmental studies.

Promoting creativity,
collaboration, research
and learning

How else would performing arts
programming benefit?

In addition to upgrades to the District
Theatre, improvements to performing arts
spaces across the campus are also part of
the funding proposal.

Does the funding proposal include
relocating the bus barn?

Yes. The plan calls for moving the bus
barn and then constructing at the existing
location a new, expanded cottage for
Preschool programming and a mixeduse facility to house athletic storage,
concessions, restrooms, weight/fitness
room and relocated administrative offices.
Other academic, athletic and communityfocused uses for the mixed-use space are
also being considered.

Would play areas be improved?

Yes. The District seeks to improve play
areas for Preschool through Middle School.
A climbing wall and retractable bleachers
would also be installed in the Middle
School gym.

Addressing the need for
preschool programming space
Providing additional
opportunities for outdoor
learning
Creating instructional spaces
that can adapt to existing and
future teaching methods
Increasing equity across
all District schools
Maintaining strong community
connections through enhanced
shared-use facilities

What is the total estimated cost of the
proposed improvements?

The District is considering borrowing $95
million through a bond issue to address the
proposed capital improvements.

Would the District’s current bond levy
increase if the proposed bond measure
were approved?
Why is ASD seeking funding
for employee housing?

There is already a long wait list for employee
housing. If the District seeks to attract and
retain quality teachers and staff, a lack of
employee housing will need to be addressed.
The proposal calls for the purchase or
construction of approximately 50 housing
units primarily within Aspen, Snowmass
Village and/or Woody Creek. A portion of the
funding would be allocated for the upkeep of
existing employee housing units.

No. There were bonds issued in 2001. The
final maturity of these bonds will occur
this year. This would allow the District to
issue $95 million of new bonds without an
increase in the current tax rate.

By how much would the District’s
tax rate decrease next year if a bond
measure is not pursued or a bond
proposal is rejected by voters?

The District’s bond levy would drop by 1.4
mills. This equates to about $50 per year
per $500,000 of a home’s actual value,
which is defined as the market value
determined by the county assessor.

What oversight would exist?

All spending from the bond issue would
be publicly disclosed and project updates
would be presented at community
information meetings as well as on the
District’s website.

Will other education-related tax
measures be on the ballot this fall?

The City of Aspen and the Town of
Snowmass Village seek to renew existing
tax measures that are scheduled to sunset
at the end of 2021. Aspen’s three-tenths
of one percent (0.3%) sales tax and
Snowmass Village’s $510,000 mill levy both
provide funding to Aspen School District.
Like the proposed bond measure, approval
of these tax measures would not result in
an increase in the amount of the current
tax rates.

How can residents provide input
on the bond proposal?

The District is gathering public input
through a community opinion survey,
which is enclosed with this information
piece. District residents are also
encouraged to participate in informational
webinars. Dates and times of the webinars
will be posted on the District’s website
(www.aspenK12.net).

2020 FACILITIES MASTER PLAN PRIORITIES

A final decision on pursuing a bond measure this fall and the scope of the proposed improvements will not be made until additional
public input and updated costs estimates are received. The Board of Education is, however, committed to keeping the amount of
the funding proposal to a maximum of $95 million such that the current tax levy would not need to be increased.

Employee Housing

• Buydowns
• New construction

Campus Sustainability
•
•
•
•

Pursue net zero energy
Photovoltaics
Campus greenhouse/biosphere
Electric buses + vehicles

•
•
•
•

Security + access controls
Traffic + circulation improvements
Outdoor education settings
Facility maintenance + improvements

•
•
•
•
•
•

Health/safety/security improvements
Secured entry
Flexible learning environments
Technology upgrades
Library enhancements
Playground improvements

Campuswide

Middle School

Elementary School
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health/safety/security improvements
Secured entry
Flexible learning environments
Technology upgrades
Library enhancements
Additional performing
arts classrooms
• Playground improvements

District Theater

• Improve separation from
elementary school circulation
• New lobby w/ box office,
concessions + restrooms
• Dedicated principal + chorus
dressing rooms
• New scene shop
• Refresh house finishes +
building systems
• Upgrade theater systems

High School
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health/safety/security improvements
Secured entry
Relocate administrative offices
Flexible learning environments
Technology upgrades
Library enhancements
Additional classrooms including
performing arts

Relocated District Offices
• (Alternate location)

Relocate Bus Barn & Address Other Facility Needs
• New expanded
weight/fitness room
• Athletic storage
• Concessions
• Restrooms

• Relocated
district offices

• New expanded
cottage for
Preschool

